	Bee Keeping Course Risk Assessment

	Course Host:

	Location:

	Date of Risk Assessment:

	Annual review required.


	What are the Hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	Existing measures to control risk.
	Level of Risk
	Is further action necessary?

	Slips and Trips in apiary due to rain,or uneven surfaces
	Host, participants and onlookers risk fractures or bruises if they trip over objects or slip and fall
	Obstacles removed from pathways.  Host, participants and onlookers advised to wear adequate footwear.
	Low
	- No further action for now.

	Contact with washing soda


	Host, participants and onlookers risk skin irritation or eye damage from direct contact with washing soda.  
	Brushes, sponges and rubber gloves are provided and used. All cleaning activities are undertaken outdoors.


	Low
	- No further action for now.



	Contact with hot smoker.
	Host and participants risk being burnt by lighting or holding a bee smoker.
	The host will be responsible for lighting the smoker. The host will demonstrate the safe holding of the smoker to the participants. The host will only use a smoker in good condition.
	Low
	- No further action for now.

	Lifting Heavy Boxes
	Host and participants risk injure by lifting boxes more than 20KG
	The host will be experienced in the safe lifting of bee keeping equipment. The host will show the participants how to safely lift any equipment
	Low
	- No further action for now.

	Stings


	Host and participants are at risk being stung by bees.
	The host will ask the participants if they are allergic to bee stings before the course starts.  Appropriate safety clothing will be worn at all times including veil and gloves. The host will manage the risk by judging the aggression level of the bees during the inspection. The host will have emergency phone numbers for the participants and the grid reference of the apiary site in case an ambulance is required. The host will know what action to take in case of anaphylactic shock.
	Medium
	- No further action for now.
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